Cutaneous malignant melanoma in females: the role of hormonal and reproductive factors.
The role of hormonal and reproductive factors as risks for cutaneous malignant melanoma (CMM) was explored by means of a population-based case-control study conducted in Turin, north-western Italy, on 186 female CMM cases and 205 controls. Past use of oral contraceptives (OC) did not seem to exert any effect on CMM risk odds ratio (OR) = 1.12, 95% confidence interval (CI): 0.56-2.24). No association was found even for the longest duration of use, for superficial spreading melanoma cases and for CMM of lower limbs only. While age at first birth did not affect CMM risk, women who had had three or more children seemed to be significantly protected as compared to nulliparous ones. The association was, however, substantially diminished by adjustment for education and other CMM risk correlates (OR for at least three children versus none = 0.62; 95% Cl: 0.29-1.31).